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The Free Thoughts of a Well-wither, for a good 
Settlement, Sc. 


Sr, 

He ſettling of our Government, in this extraordinary meeting of the Eftates,is a matter of 

that importance; that I cannot but wiſh1 were as abletoaſliſt in it,as1 am pertlwaded it 
is the duty of every man to contribute his beſt endeayours: And ſeingit is like to be the grand 
Queſtion, 1 bether we /hould call back the preſent King, or, at leaſt, in his abſence reſolve on ſuch 
« Regency, as may conſiſt with the continuance of his Right ; Or rather plainly declare the Throu 
t0 be vacant, and ſupply it after Englands Example. You ſhall have my Opinion as free from 
paſlion, asfrom particular intreſt , which I think is as little as any mans can be, 

I therefore humbly Conceive. that the Eſtates may , and ought, to declare the Thron 
to be vacant, and at the ſametime ſupply ir, by ſetting up the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
aſter the example of England without yariation. 

And my reaſon isone, and moſt evident , and demonſtrative, viz. Becauſe the Thron 
is de fatto vacant , as being deſerted , and t hat God from Heayen, preſents to us, andthe 
Higheſt Neceſſity determines us , to embrace their Highneſlefs x5 the only Perſons that can 4 
and ought poſleſsit. 1know it was the method of Eng!/and, firſt to take notice of the Kino's 
malverſations , and thereupon, and upon his deferting. to find that he had Abdicat, and 
thereby rendered the Thron Vacant: But, tho' all good Men muſt perpetually regrate, the 
King's Fatal AidiQion tothe Romiſo Religion, and the Exceflcs it hath cauſed him to come 
mit , and that now undoubtedly is the ſeaſon to provide againlt theſe, and all other Errors in 
the Government. Yet ſcing that ſome may be readyto athrm,that by our late Laws we havetoo 
amply impowered, & by our complyance,too mani'cltly encouraged him in theſe very courſes,to 
make theſe his Majcſties charge : and that it is more becoming the Reſpet due to Soveraign 
Majeſty inall events, and likewayes more eafieto our old and National kindneſs to the an 
cicnt Race, and Line; toforbear ſuch direCt and extraordinary accufations. ( leaving theſe to 
others )l rather chooſe,and fix upon the medium ofthe Kings deferting as that, which in our caſe 
is yet more palpable and clear then in that of England, and abundantly concluſiye of all L 
would interr from it. | 

And that the King hath deſerted the} Thron , and us, is ſo apparent from that viſible State 
of Anarchy, under which we have Laboured theſe months by paſt : That certainly all Cgn- 
ſidering men, in place of makingita matter of doubt, do rather Admire, and Praiſe the 
good Providence of the Almighty , who hath ſo graciouſly kept our peace, and prevented 
aheſe ruiging Miſchicfs , to which {uch a Lawleſs condition, Jovned to our former inteſtine 
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Diftempers, and Diviſions, did expoſeus, vas bave ofa long time reſided in | 
England, Perſonally abſent from us, and ſome may ſay , that his gaing to any otherof 
his Dominions ought not to alterthe caſe: But the Deſertion we ſpeak of, being nota ſimple 
non-refidence , and perſonal abſence , but a manifeſt abandoning , leaving us far more | 
negligently , © then he did Eng/ard, without all Caufe , Care, or Concernment ; cannot be 
covered with this Pretence. lt apon that great, and ſudden preſſure in England, that moved | 
him to rake ſuch (arpiiſiog meaſures ; it had pleafed his Majclty to give any account of them, 
with what orders he might have thought neceſſary, to his Privy-Council in this Kingdom ; 
ſomething migit de alle.igedto colour the Derelittion: But when nothing of this Nature was 
done , but the Government quite given up , in cur greateſt exigence, to the Cenvifticn 
and Amazement of his own Privy Council , and a!l his Officers; who only encreaſed the 
common conlternation, by following their Maſter's example , the thing is but too certain, 
AnJ therefore | ſhall only ſum vp its evidence with theſe two remarks, Fitſt, that the King's | 
leavinzus, ashedid ,- in his, an4our then circumſtances, is fo unaccountable in all other * 
reaſonin2s; thatir fees plainly to ſay , that it was his 4; ajeltic's 200d mind toward us, that 

we ſhould follow England's fare, whatever it [houla prove, And next,that there appears ſo much 

of the Divine Soveraignty, over-ruling the King it: the cCurte hetook inhis departure; that | 
it can20t but intimat to-all Serious Doſervers, that thereby Gud theugat good, to prepare 
the way forthe happy choice, that he now preſents. 

Iithen the King hath deſerted rhe Ringdom , ant its Government , the Tnron is neceſlar. 
ly yacint :- And-it the Thron be vacant , nothing cad hinder to Declare it to beſo, unleſs 
Men do prefer Confuſion, and Ruinto order and Safety. 

But becauſe the Oaths of Allegiance, ard Teſt, with other Engagements , ſeem to many, 
to b- til] binding; 1 hall refarne the matter more particularly, in order to their Liberation and 
Relicf. A14 therefore muſt, and do aſhrm from the m oft obvious evidence ot things, that 
the Peſeriion we ly under is ect only total, and abſulute; but withall (o cauſleſs or rather 

pretenceicls, beyond the caſe of England, withour the Jealt ſhacdow of ccnſtraint, or 
reaſon; that a mor? notable and clear breach of the Frndamental Contratt, whereon all Gcyerne | 
ment, as well as curs, Su>{ifts,can hardly be imagined. 1 cannot here digreſs,to prove the Beeing, 
and Nature, of this fundamental contrat: All Mencf Senſc, do calily apprehend, that | 
Goyerninent is amatter cf Traf?, and not of property or abj/c:uie Peminion ; and that, tho* the | 
ordinance in it {e!f, as alſo that of Marriage , be of God , yetthe eſtabliſhing of it in this or 
that form, and upon this or that Perſon,, and Familie, is, after the para le] of the ſame Ex< | 
awple, of mans tree choice and agreement : It being Impoſliblero Imagine, how either the 
Hoſlility of conqueſt ſhould terminac, or the vain o)d Worle pretence cf Vaterral power, the 
preſumptive force of Ireſcrip;ion , or the true and genuine vertue of a Surrender , take place 
to introduce Government , without the ſuppoſition of this mutual Conſent, and Contratt, ei- 
ther implyed , or expreſſed. And thusindeed, itis, and no cther wayes, that the Powers 
which in the fiift Senſe, andinthe 4bſfreF are by the Apoſtle I'axt truejy ſaid, tobe of Cod; 
are yet inthe ſecond Sence, and in the Concret, Juſtly called, by the Apoſtle Terer, the 
Ordinances of Man, Wehavetoo long been inured , by Men ct Cerrrpt Deſigns, and 
prattices, toa certain falle Cant, that the King holds his Crown immediatty from Cod Almighty 
alone. » But now, Eicilcd be God, all Men not wiliully blind, do ſee, and the verv Au- 
thors of this Language, beginto centels, that it is otherways; and that Governinent is fcunds 
ed in Conſent, and trucly and only beſt bound by this Fundamental Contratft. Whereot the 
Eſſentials Tix. Thata King ſhould rule , and Prot: @, andthe People Obey, and Submit, 
in Righteouſneſs, forthe Glory of God , and the gocd of the Common-wealth , need no 
Record , more then the Neceftary dutics of Mzn and Wile inthe Contract of Marriage, as 
being in beth caſes .nſeperabie from the yery Beeing of iFe Orcirarces, And ior the Naturals 
and ccidenta'r, as Lawycrs ſrcok, of this Contradt of Goycroment, they may be ſcen, and 
read, in the perpetual cynſuetuce, and other Laws of the Kingdow ; and are all m—_— 
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by themytual Stipulations, Promiſes, and Oaths cuſtomary, fpecially at Coronatiohs, 


© betwixt King and People, 


OurKing then, asall others, being King by Contract, acknowledged by his accepting of 
the Government, and requiring of us the Qaths of Allegiance, and other engagements; which 
expres our part of the contra, and no lels neceſlarly tuppolc his: 1t is evident as the meridi= 
an light, that it he either Renounce, Abdicate, or totaly Deſert, he wholly breaks bis part, dil 
ſolvesthe Centraft , and looſes us, from our part , ang all the promiſes, Oaths, and Teſts 
by which we can be thereto bound, The compadt ct Marriage is certainiy the moſt Divine,and 
binding , known amongſt men; and here God is ſaid ro joine, andin ſuch a manner, that nei. 
ther oi the Parties tho moſt tree Contracters, and both conſenting , may ſeparate without his 
warrand: Yet if one of the Parties, ſpecially the #nbelzevisg , depart the Apoſtle proncunces 
dif i:ly from the Nature of the Comra@, and Gods mind in itsinftitution, let him depart the 
oil er partie is 3:91 in Fondage in ſucha caſe, cither tolis conjugal promiſe, or to any other 
Supcrvenient Oath, thar may have intervecric; Butis as tree from the Law of the Departer, 
or Deſerier, ail he were naturelly Dead; It thenit be (0 in thebulineſs of Marriage, can any 
Mn tefitat, tut it muſt be much more ſv in the caſe of Government ; thetye whereot, in the 
acknowicgment Gf ail, tails wany degrees ſhort oithe formers ob}i2ation 2 Bur fo itis that 
the King bath dcferted caulelctly, totally, and ab{olutely, as hath been declared, and 
thercic:e inal! Law, Reatcn, and Revelation, the ithron is vacant, and we are locſed 
{0M his Lan , and all other ſuppoſable engagements. 

But you may ſay, inthe Apoſtles words, to the ſame purpoſe, But Ced {4th called us to peace, 
and thereforewe ought neither to be taſty, nor peremptery, bu {cirgg we know bis Majcltics 
departure was nor his free choice,and that aſter this little Seces/z0; rather then Deſertion, he pur» 
poſes to return, as he hath {ignified by his letters, we ought to wait for him ; and nat ſo light= 
Iy throw cffour Allegiance, to which we are by Nature, and Religion, ſo ſtriftly bound, I 
anſwer , thaewhat evec was the manner of the Kings departure from Englaud, yet, asto us, it 
wasalree choice, which hapening infſucha juntture, and expoſing us fo Jangercuſly to all the 
miſeries of a Ditlolutroa, is rcally Irceparable ; ſpecially ſeing that by the ſame defaule 
of his, res noneſt integra. Butthe Kingdom being obliged by the moſt binding Law, to 
wit, Salus Populi Siiprema Lex eſto, and the moſt cogent necellty of ſelf. preſerv «tion, to fly 
and betake it (elt to his Highneſs Heavens: ſent Proteftion it is impoſiibletur usto retreat from 
it, without a moſt ungrate perfidic :oward the Prince, and Damnable folly toward ovr ſelves, 
in rendiing the whole Kingdom obnoxious toa greater Forfeiture, than can be ſecured a= 
gainſt, by avy cftered ParJen and Indemnity, in our preſent circumſtances. Admitting 
then,that his Majcſtie purpoſes to return; yet I fay he mult excuſe us, ſince his cffer is too Jate. 
But more efpeciajly decaufe, as al! good Men hear, and undefſtand withgegrate , he makes 
the cfler by his Letters, in ſuch a manner, as promiſes nothivg, ſaye/athreatning Invaſion 
of perfidious and cruel French and jriſh Papi's, todeſtroy our Religion, and make Briegin 
a ficld of Blood, and an utter Deſulation, Wheretors 1 muſt conclude, by way of Retortion; 
that ſeing both G.:d, and the King, have [0c5'd as 'ram our Allegiance, by his Majeſties De 

ertion, as hath bernproved; and God,” as you far, doth alfo call us unto peacet we ſhould 
undoubredly ſew our (elves, the moſt nonoyrious contemners of this ſweet and Heavenly call, 
if after {0 orcat @geltverance , we {hvuld again bring back the King, with ſuch a ſevenfold 
worſe attendance and thereby unavoidably render our Laſt Effate infinitly worſe then our 
Firſt, 
ut vou way Oil urge, why fo peremptory, and ſevere, you refifted, and cppoſed King 
CHARLES the fiift, with arms, and yer, even in the hotteſt of the Warr, when you entere 
into a League an i ovecnant for its more effetual proſecution, you reſerves bis Majefties So. 
veinionity, and jult Richts. Why then ſhould the Kings fin ple departure, be now accounted: 
worſe, to inferr a D.ſlulution, and juftily a Rejeftion , than what was reckened in _—_ 
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therto bea Hoftile Invaſfon. It's an{wered, not to touch wpon any inviJious compariſon of theit 
Perſons, nor yet upon his Majcſties woſul defeftion from the true Proteſtant Religion, where. 
* by he hath too viſibly brought on himſelf, the curſe that his Grand- father did, in this caſe leaye, 
andentail on his poſterity, I ſay, the Kings Deſertion duth in'erra Diſſolution, and warrand a 
- Rejection, albel: his Fathers ſuppoſed Invaſion was not carried that length ; Becauſe cur warrs 
with the Father were but an incident unhappy quarre], amongſt © ur ſclves, as well as with 
our King; wherein, as it could not be ſaid, that he had Deſerted the King- 
dom , or yet hoſtilly invaded it, by a Foraigne Force; ſo we hadall reaſon to reſerye his 
Soveraignity and juſt Rights, in the pr obable proſp.t, of a good Compoſure, and Peace. 
W hereasour p:efent Kings Deſertionis not only Caulcleſs, Total, and abſolute, leaving the 
Thron vacant, to the evidence of every Mans ſenſe ; beyond all control, or excuſe of reaſon, 
inthe ſame manner as it he had beer. removed by Death , but in the juſt conſtruftion of Law, 
"it imports ſuch a voluntary Dereliftion, as frees us from our former Allegiance, and Jayes on us 
an Indiſpenſib!e Obligation of providing for a new Eſtabliſhment. St Rex enim Imperium abdica- 
wit, aut manifeſie habet pro. Derelifto, ſays Grotius, in eum poſt id rempus, omnia licent que in 
Privatum, 

Having thus cleared the Nature and Import of the Kings Deſertion, and that the Thron be- 
ing de Fatto 0g Fats wearcin the ſame manner looſed from the Law, and Oaths of 
our A'lcgiance, 28 it he were Naturally dead, and his Race extinguiſhec ; ſpecially when we 
cannot now think of his Return, had his Reign been ten times more juſtifieable, without the 
Horrour of all che tatal conſequences of Blood, Confuſronand Deſolation ; it is evident that For 
the Eſtates to declare the thing asitis, and to proceed to a new and necellary ſettlement, is not 
attended with the leaſt difficulty, 

And therefore | go on to the ſecond point viz. That in this ſtate ofthings, the Eftates of the 
Kingdom ought to ſupply the yacancy of the Thron, by ſetting up their Highneſses the Prince 
and Prince(s of Orange, after. England's example without variation. And the Reaſon I gave 
forit , was becauſe, that God from Heaven preſents them to us, and the higheſt neceſlity de« 
termines us to acquieſce in his go0d pleaſure. And that God preſents them, itthere be any voice 
orlanguage, in his providences, as certainly there is, it amounts in our caſc to a manifeſt 
Declaration. When after King Solemons death , the Lord ſo ordered the matter in the Treaty 
betwix: Rehoboam, an the People, that by his imprudent Antwer, he proyock'd the ten Tribes 
ro Rejet him; the Lord, by a Prophet , comma nds Judah to fit till, and deſiſt from fight- 
ing, for, ſays he, the thing i from me. Can any Man then doubt,that in the concurrence of the 
many ſi2nal providences ( more remarkable both for Number, 2nd Weight, then-can be in. 
tanced from all cur Hiſtories ) which at preſent ſurround usto ſhew us the way, the Perſons, 
whom G24 thus defigas, onghr to be Choſen and Embraced, 

It was an In/piration from God, that moved his Highneſs, and all the Proteſtant Princes in 
Germany to reſent fo cordially the Diſtreſs of the Proteſtant intereſt abroad, and it's Parger here 
with us, lt wasallo another eff of the ſame Divine Influence; that excited his Highneſs 
rdilrng vþ the Righteous Man from the Eaſt, and prevailed upon the Cauticus and Warry Eftares 
of the united Provinces, to fer about fo great, and incredible an undertaking, wherein a Man 
may juſtly doubt, whether the vaſtneſs of tne expexce, the hazard of the Seas, ſcaſcn, and teme 
peſts, or the Preparutions and Forces ofthe Aiverſary, were more diſcouraging. But that 
God, ſhould have fo happily conduted thorow all theſe difhculties; turned, almeſt as one 
Man, the Hearts of al! the People of Pritain ; and cauſed ajl the feared oppoſition to melt a- 
way, as Snow velore the Sun, fo that his Hizhneſs was without Batrel, broug bt ro Loydon 
only with Joy & Trinzmph. This, This & the Lord's doing and it 5 marvelions in our eyes! Nor are 
the ſucceeding paſſages of his work, tho" not of ſogreara Luſtre, of leſs ſrenificancy and mo 
ment, as to our preſent purpoſe : That his May. fty Jett England once and again fo cbſitinatly 
neg'e&t:d and forgot Scotland rotally ; made the French King, that Enemy ot God, and Man, 
bis oniy refuge, and fct up ail bis remaining hopes or Tyrcennel and his 1r:fb Papiſts ; that the 
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meeting of the Eftates in Zngland, did fo readily and unathimouſ]y ſettle the Soveraignity upos 
their Highneſses. And laſtly that our Country-men , going to Londox, with ſuch difference 
Intereſts, and Deſigns, ſhould yethave carricd along with them,ſo much of the Spirit and Senſe 
of the Nation, as to agree, a!moſt as one Man, to addreſs to his Highneſs, to take on him the 
Government and call the preſent Convention: All theſe, Ifay, laid toge:therand recommend- 
ing none other to us,then the very next in blood to the King that hath forſaken us, muſt, after 
the vacancy of the Thron above demonſtrate, appear toevery one, that regards the work of 
the Lor?, and conſ11ersthe operation of his Hands, to be nothing leſs then ſo many Lines from 


| Gods Soveraign Power, and Wiſdom , concentring to point out their Highnelses as the only 


Perſons that ought and can poſleſs it. 

] Grant for all that hath been ſaid, that providences of whatſoever kind and number are no Rule 
of Duty; aor dq I here pretend to adduce them as ſuch; but it being already cleared,that thorow 
the Kings Deſertion, the Thron is vacant, the Government difſolyed, and the Kingdom brought 
under the neceſſity ofa new Eſtabliſhment, I can hardly believe that any wilt be fuund ſo Refra- 
ory, as not to acknowledpe, that ſuch leading and perſwaliyc Providences,arc the beſt Deſigues 
tions of the Perſons on whom we ought to fix, 

Yet, leſt ſuch there may be, 1 ſhall farther conſider the laſt part ef the Argurtent , and 
that is, That even the higheſt neceſſity determines us to follow England's Examp'e in 
this Aﬀair, without yariation. And this , I think may caſlly be bs RY as well from 
the Inconveniences, and Miſchicfs on the one hand, if we divide: as from the Advyan« 
ages on the other, if wejoine intirely with them. And for the Inconveniences, the long 
and bloody Troubles, and Calamities , that this Kingdom ſuffered in its divided Eſtate 
from England, are yet too freſhin mens Remembrance, to ſuffer any to defire a relapſe 
into it, unleſs it may be in this only proſpect, that , according to the great change hap- 
acd in our Circumſtance, ſome may thereby now hope, for a ſpeedy Conqueſt, as in any 
terms more deſireable, than our beſt ſeparat Condition. The ConjunRion of the two King- 
doms, under King JAMES the ſixth, was a Bleſling fo long lookt for, and acceptable, 
that when he wet to it, that ſaying, Luos Deus conjunxit nemo ſeparet , he bur ſpcke 
the true ſenſe, and wiſh of both Nations: ſhall wethen, when things are ſo much alte- 
red ro the worſe, beſo unhappy as to aim at this unluckie ſeparation ? ſpecially when it 
is moſt certain and viſible, that the leaſt apparent difference , betwixt. England and us, at this 
time,would be a great encouragement to Enemies & diſcouragment to Friends, particularly our 
diſtreſſed Brethren in Ireland: And that if we.do not'direttly call back the King(whereot Il am 
ſure the inevitable Evils aboye repreſented do raiſe in every honeſt man an extreme horror ) 
We can take no other courſe diſtin from that of England, without laying our ſelves open 
to all their dangers, witb very ſmall aſſurance of their aſliſtance. 1 know the boiling of 
our Scorzs blood, upon alittle ſtirring of the old Emulation, induſtricuſly praftiſed by Pa. 
piſts, and ſuch as affet them, may readily throw up, What? are not we a free King- 
dom, and much more ancient than that of England? Why ſhould we then be tyed to 
their Meaſures? ſpecially-to rejeR totally our King, Who, as to us, in reſpe&t of the 
Engliſh, is, as it were, of our Blood and Kindred, But firſt, after the recalling of the 
King, which is indeed the Point that all the Promoters of this humour aim at, there is 
no mids betwixt it, and an abſolute rejeftion, that is not attended with mc deterring 
Circumſtances , as hath been already declared. Next , what doth all this yain talk fig. 
niſy? doth it add any thing to ous ſtrength, for preventing , or reſiſting , the abovemen =. 
tioned Inconyeniences, which is the point that all Sober men ought moſtly to heed; or 
is it not rather juſt like unto the Thiſtles Elevation, in King Jo«/h bis Parable, which 
after it had comparcd it ſeif to the Cedar, was trode down by a wild Beaſt that paſſed 
by, which infallibly wculd be our fate, in attending to ſuch empty Counſels, 

Wbercas on the other band, if we go along, and bold with Znglend in _———_— 
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Sliſhment; we haye God te be our Guide and Leader , as hath been ſhewed; and iti 
:#he-fiext_plagt we may be aſſured, that as we are aheady threatned by the ſame hazard 
-andalfo rather more expoſed to them, then they, ſo the bolding the ſame courſe with hemw ill | 
always procure —— andeffeRual afliftance; greatly animat all our Well. wiſhers, ſpecially 
-cuc Bre:hren in Ireland,and prove a bappy IntroduQtion to the long deſired Union of both King. 
\doms, which laſt motive ofa good and perpetual Union, is of it ſelt ſufficient, to all Conſidering 
amen, to preponderat all can be ſaid on thishead : it beitg indeed the only thing wanting to come. | 
plear the happineſs, and ſecurity of both Kingdoms ; and- that which ſeems reſerved to 
the Prince of ORANGE, as the m4nof God's right hand, able to ſurmount , and ad- 
juft all the difficulties of fo great a Work, and worthy to bear its Glory, : 
Thvs you have my opinion, andihe Lord give all Concerneda truce, and right underſtand. 
ing. » If bare Infidelzty or Difference in Religion were here adduced as cauſes, to make yoid the 
King's Title and Authority ; the Weſtminſter confeſſion ( tho' well enough cautioned, by the 
qualities of Juſt and Legal ro exempt us from the late impoſings ) might yet occaſion ſome to 
fcruple : orif Malyerſations were the only ground, theſe might , as | haveſaid, make the en. 
uiry more uncaſie, and the concluſion leſs unqueſiionable. But when the King himſelt hatfy 
o0rdas, by ſuch a maniteft, and irreparable Deſertion : And God from Heayen points out 
to usſo Defireable and Excellenta choice. And Laſtly when the moſt powerful neceilit; of 
the Preſeryation of all that can be dear to us, oblidges us to imbrace it: What can poſlibly de. 
murr true Proteſtants, and rational Men, to agree toit. Neither aught weto be alarmed at the 
Backwardneſs, and Refraftorineſs of ſome whoſe ill conſciences of their former —_— 
and violences, may deſperatly drive them to a more avowed oppoſition. Since beſide that fe 
muſt be in it ſelf contemptible, nothing can more cffetually defeat it, and all our other vain 
fears, then our Reſolute and Ungyimoms concluding and adhercing to ſucha Juſt, Neceſſary, and 


Happy Re-cſtabliſkment, | Adieu, 
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